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Abstract

The main concern of the present paper is to analyze the meaning of chastity in the two fields of Islamic Jurisprudence
and ethics. In ethical discourse, chastity refers to self-restraint in face of sensual desires and maintaining moderation in
sexual urges. Upholding this virtue is seen as a function of reason over basic desires, and does not require adherence to
specific religious rituals. However, in jurisprudence, a narrower definition is provided by some jurists. According to this
definition, chastity is achieved through refraining from prohibited acts (based on Islamic law), regardless of the acts
being deemed immoral by reason independently. As a result, a chaste person avoids not oniy the Prohibitions that can
be approved by reason, but also the ones for which reason remains silent. This group of jurists consider the ethical
expression of chastity to be an innovation and reject its application to scripture. However, it seems that based on lexical
evidence and the usage of the term and its derivatives in the Qur'an and Aadith, the ethical definition adopted by these
jurists departs from the lexical reaiity and establishes a conventional religious usage (Mutasharri) in the field of
jurisprudence. Therefore, in the absence of contextual evidence, religious scripture cannot be interpreted based on the
aforementioned jurisprudential meaning, and here the understanding of jurists who interpret chastity similar to ethics
scholars seems to be the more accurate view.
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