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Abstract

Numerous distinctions have been made between the principles (usil) and legal indicators (amarat), including
differences in subject matter, source of legitimacy, essential nature, and the type of supporting evidence, all of which are
discussed in usili and some of the jurisprudential works. Based on these distinctions, the majority of usilis and jurists
hold that when a legal indicator (amara) entails implications (/avazim), then not only the direct meaning (madlal-i
mutabigi) but also the implicative ones (/avazim) possess legal authority. However, in practical principles (usiali
‘amab}g/a) such as ’istishab (presumption of continuity), only the direct meaning carries legal authority, while the
primary implications of the Principle, referred to as “Natural Principle”, are not considered authoritative. This
distinction directly impacts numerous areas of jurisprudence and usili figh. Some of the examples where the
acceptance or rejection of the Natural Principle leads to entirely different theoretical outcomes for those engaged in
legal reasoning include: proving inheritance for heirs when the parent’s death is uncertain, confirming purity (taharat)
when in doubt about the Ppresence of an obstacle, general presumption of continuity types two and three, the
applicability of the principle in Primary and subsidiary obligations, and Primordial nonexistence presumptions
(Cistishab-i ‘adam azali). The present article analyzes the difference from the perspective of narrative evidences and uses
the library method to revisit the narrations regarding the presumption of continuity. It also aims to not only prove the
Natural Principle based on Hadiths, but also reveal certain problematic misreaclings of usiali scholars.

Keywords: ’istishab (Presumption of Continuity), Legal Indicators (Amarat), Natural Principle (As/i Muthbat), Rational

Implications, Normal Implications.
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