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Abstract

The narrations of *AA/ a]fBayf and their silent indications are considered essential sources for discovering Shari'a
ruiings. The conditions and the prevailing atrnosphere of the era of issuance (sadr) have significant impact on
understanding the intended meaning of these narrations. Therefore, a singie address may be interpreted with two
different meanings across two different eras, and the silence of ’AA/ al-Bayt may only signify consent within a specific
context.

The Sunni jurisprudentiai atmosphere is one of the most important comparative points regarding the era of issuance.
This focus has taken shape since the time of Ayatoilah Burl?jirdi and Muhaqqiq Damad and has overshadowed the
indications of the narrations and the silence of AA/ a/fBa}/t, leading to the emergence of new views in numerous
jurisprudential branches. Following a correct explanation of the "Oversight Theory" (nazariyi-yi nizarat) and employing
the descriptive-analytical method, the present article examines the role of the general community's jurisprudential
atmosphere in correct understanding of narrations under headings such as assumption of exclusive connotation
(insirafi khitab), abrogation of specificity (%lgha™yi khusisiyyat), generalization of a generic term (stiyad-i ‘unvan-i
amm), understanding of obligatory ( tak/ifi) or descriptive (vaz %) rulings, and the subsequent command (‘amr-i aqib)
regarding the imagined prohibition (tavahhum-i hazr). Furthermore, the authority of the general religious practice of
the community in matters of widespread and significant trial is assessed, and the premises for arguing its validity are
elucidated .

Keywords: Oversight Theory (na,zan}/iyi nizarat), the era of issuance, cornparative jurisprudence, the dependence

(tafiqa) of Shra traditions on the general community, the general religious practice of the community.
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