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Abstract

The duty of enjoining good and forbidding evil consists of several stages (maratib), one of which is practical action and
physical confrontation. There is disagreement among jurists regarding whether the scope of enjoining good and
forbidding evil includes this stage. The majority view holds that it does. Conversely, Article 4 of the Law for the
Protection of Enjoiners of Good and Forbidders of Evil explicitly states that enjoining good and forbidding evil includes
stages involving the heart, the tongue, writing, and practicai action. This Article removes the latter stage from the
responsibility of the public and designates it as a duty of the state. By examining the mainstream view and its evidences,
as well as the documentation of the non-mainstream view, this research proves that practical action does not constitute
one of the stages of enjoining good and forbidding evil. Instead, state actions in this regard are categorized as a
sovereign duty rather than enjoining good and forbidding evil. The findings of this research indicate that the
aforementioned legal article is prone to flaws and necessitates the imposition of an additional sustenance (ma ina) upon
the state. Therefore, those in charge of the matter should strive to amend this article of the law.
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