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Self-esteem and its Jurisprudential Rulings

Sayyed Jafar Alavi, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Razavi University of Islamic Sciences.

Abstract

Self-esteem is to feel worthy about oneself. Maintaining self-esteem and avoiding
self-humiliation which is considered as an important and effective issue in the
knowledge of education and ethics has been taken into consideration in Islamic
jurisprudence and underlies many rulings and has an obvious footprint in fatwas;
however this issue has not been discussed independently and coherently in the
jurisprudential books. The author, in this fundamental study, through descriptive-
library method, has extracted from the jurisprudential texts, five reasons concerning
the above said issue and discussed their denotation. Some of these reasons such as
Nafye Haraj and Zarar in the form of secondary rulings lead to the issuance of
rulings related to self-esteem and some others including the proofs of prohibition of
self- humiliation indicate the primary ruling. Therefore, it should be admitted that
the scope and variety of rulings related to self-esteem imply the significant and
effective role of self-esteem on jurisprudential rulings and may be considered as a

variable in issuing more rulings.

Keywords: self-esteem, indignity, humiliation, condescension, dignity, manliness.
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