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Abstract

A great majority of narrations are reported in the form of questions and answers between the narrator and the Ma'sim
(the infallible) (peace be upon him). Recognizing the elements of the Masiam’s response will assist the jurist in
deducing his legal ruling. In this regard, one of the useful principles is known as Tark-i Istifsal (or the principle of
refraining from seeking clarification). The rule indicates that text sources encompass multiple understandings. The
present study provides a systematic explanation of the principle and regulates its applications, using the descriptive-
analytical method and through documentary-based research. In the next step, explaining the applications of this
Principle in the field of principles of jurisprudence and by mentioning appropriate hadith examples, the practical aspects
of the principle are clarified. Some of the applications of the principle include: the ruling on Ta/{]f[(obligations) in the
context of general knowledge (ilm-i 1]'1112]3, the conceptual understanding of doubt in *istishab (continuity), the conflict
between two ’istishabs, the implication of hadiths that resolve conflict, or Treating hadiths (akhbar-i ilzjiyyah), the
ruling on imitating ( 7aglid from) a person who has not yet actively achieved Jjtihad, whether imitations continues in
case of changing religion, and the ruling on the layperson’s (ammi) independence in judgment.
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