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Abstract

Utilitarianism, as one of the theories discussed in normative ethics, is considered to be one of the most
influential theories in moral philosophy. Traces of this theory can be found in many prevalent sciences. The
theory is in accordance with the tradition of wgala (the wise) and has a long-standing history in the
theological context despite its considerable growth in the non-theological space in the West. For instance, it
can be observed where questions of virtue and vice are discussed. At its core, utilitarianism is a
commendable concept that can also be advocated based on reason. However, scholars hold significantly
different views regarding the quality of utilitarian thinking. Some take the maximization of happiness and
the reduction of suffering as the model of utilitarianism. On the other hand, a group of thinkers center their
utilitarianism around the reduction of suffering, which has muitipie interpretations, inciuding absolute,
weak, moderate, and threshold negativisms. A similar tendency and pattern can be observed among scholars
of “Usil, where some prioritize the avoidance of mischief (mufsidih), some Prioritize attracting benefit
(maslahat), some give precedence to the avoidance of mischief only in case of conflicting priorities, and yet
some advocate for a balanced approach (takhyir), considering the importance of benefit and mischief to be
the criterion for Preference except in cases where priorities are conﬂicting. The present research anaiyses the
various approaches to utilitarianism and its justifieations, using the anaiyticai method and relying on iibrary
sources. It seems that the theory of negativism is weak and prioritizing the avoidance of mischief is iogicai
and justified in case of conflict, whereas the principle of priorities (aham va muhim) applies to non-
conflicting cases.
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1. Mulgan, understanding utilitarianism, 21.
2. Mayerfeld, the Moral Asymmetry of Happiness and Suffering, 318.
3. Mayerfeld, the Moral Asymmetry of Happiness and Suffering, 318.
4. Knutsson, What Is the Difference between Weak Negative and Non-Negative Ethical Views? 3.
5 Mayerfeld, the Moral Asymmetry of Happiness and Suffering, 317.
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6. Mill, Utilitarianism, 207.
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1. Leslie, The End of the World: The Science and Ethics of Human Extinction, 12.
2. Acton, Negative Utilitarianism, 1.
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4. David Pearce, Why be negative?.
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1. Mayerfeld, the Moral Asymmetry of Happiness and Suffering, 317.

2. Vinding, Suffering and happiness: Morally symmetric or orthogonal?, part: An asymmetry in urgency.
3. Popper, the Open Society and Its Enemies, 241.

4. Acton, Negative Utilitarianism, 86.

5. Mayerfeld, the Moral Asymmetry of Happiness and Suffering, 325.

6

. Pearce, Why Be Negative?.
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1. Vinding, Suffering and happiness: Morally symmetric or orthogonal?, part: The implications of symmetry.
2. Diener & Emmons, The Independence of Positive and Negative Affect, 331.
3. Shrive, The Asymmetrical Contributions of Pleasure and Pain To Animal Welfare, 1.

4. Fricke, Verschiedene versionen Des negativen utilitarismus, 16.
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1. Griffin, Is Unhappiness Morally More Important than Happiness?, 48.
2. Pearce, THE PINPRICK ARGUMENT.

3. Pearce, THE PINPRICK ARGUMENT.
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1. 0Ord, Why I'm Not a Negative Utilitarian?, part: Objections to Negative Utilitarianism.

2. Ord, Why I'm Not a Negative Utilitarian?, part: Objections to Negative Utilitarianism.
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